XIV. THE CORONATION

PREPARATIONS

Thursday, the 28th June, was appointed for Queen
Victoria's coronation. There was, we learn from
Greville, 'much foolish chatter' about the arrangements.
At previous coronations there had always been a great
state banquet in the Palace of Westminster; the
Government decided to abandon this in favour of a state
procession, to which the Opposition objected since the
Government had proposed it. The Duke of Wellington
cut the Gordian knot by pointing out that the Palace of
Westminster had been burned down, and there could be
no question of banqueting in it. At a later coronation,
some of the ingredients prescribed for the oil with which
the sovereign is anointed puzzled the authorities, but at
this time, when two coronations had occurred compara-
tively recently, there seem to have been no difficulties.

Great excitement was caused by the arrival of Mar-
shal Soult, once the Duke of Wellington's great ^oppo-
nent. The Duke tactfully 'delayed publication of that
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